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What About Deed Restrictions? FACT or FICTION? 
Upon annexation to the City of 
Austin on December 31, 2008, 
properties in Anderson Mill will 
be subject to City of Austin 
Ordinances and Permitting 
processes that govern the issues 
addressed by our current deed 
restrictions.  Enforcement of the 
City Ordinances requires a citizen 
complaint - there is no "pro-
active" drive through the 
neighborhood, searching for 
alleged violations.  Some of the 
more common ordinances that 
mirror village deed restrictions 
are: 
 
Abandoned Vehicles, Construction 
or Remodeling Permits, 
Dumping, Weeds & Unsanitary 
Conditions, Fences, Home 
Businesses, Zoning, Noise 
Ordinances, Recreational Vehicles 
(e.g. boats, RV's, trailers) 
 
These and other City of Austin 
ordinances can be found online at:  
www.ci.austin.tx.us/sws/code.ht
m.  You may also call 311 and ask 
to be connected to the appropriate 
department for questions you may 
have. 
 
A Limited District (LD) will be  

automatically created upon 
annexation, followed by election 
(most likely in May of 2009) on 
whether to make the LD 
permanent. 
 
During existence of a Limited 
District, both Deed Restrictions 
AND City Ordinances will be in 
effect for Anderson Mill. 
 
It's important to keep these things 
in mind when you consider whom 
to vote for this May, and when 
considering approval of the Limited 
District.  The current Board feels 
they must continue the current 
deed restriction enforcement 
policies to protect our property 
values.  The City of Austin has the 
identical interest as the Anderson 
Mill MUD Board in maintaining 
property values in Anderson Mill -- 
property tax revenue. 
 
Concerned about your property 
value?  Consider what the effect 
may be when your house has higher 
property tax rates than those in 
other neighborhoods, and those 
additional taxes go to pay for 
duplicate services.  What type of 
impact could there be when you try 
to sell your house? 

Examining Anderson Mill’s 
subUrban Myths… 
 
“My city tax bill will be reduced by 
the LD tax bill.”  With a LD, property 
owners will pay in full both the City 
and LD taxes. 
 
“You don’t need to know about the 
LD budget now. The AMFuture 
budget is a false issue.”  Residents 
have asked about a budget at every 
meeting discussing the LD.  They want 
to know what a tax rate might be.  The 
AMFuture budget is an estimate based 
on MUD figures derived from the 
MUD/City Strategic Partnership 
Agreement, and MUD and City 
reports. 
 
“If the city takes over, our park/pool 
services will decline.”  The City of 
Austin has agreed to maintain services 
for the next ten years at the current 
level Anderson Mill is receiving now.  
The City of Austin Parks and 
Recreation Department has received 
national awards and recognition for 
three years for its parks system. The 
City also has a self-interest in keeping 
property values up. 
 
“The LD will keep local control of 
our parks and pools.”  This control is 
limited to maintaining, replacing or 
upgrading existing parks/pools.  The 
LD cannot add or expand facilities.  For 
example, another swimming pool could 
not be built in the district. 
 
“A LD would be a voice for Anderson  

 

Mill.”  The LD is not an activist 
organization, but a non-profit, 
government entity.  
 
“The parks/pools are the biggest 
draw to Anderson Mill.”  Ask any 
realtor: Westwood High School, 
again rated this year one of the top 
100 schools in the nation, is the 
outstanding feature for Anderson 
Mill. 
 
“Only LD residents will be able to 
use the pools.”  A LD cannot keep 
non-district residents out of our 
pools.  With a LD, anyone inside or 
outside of Anderson Mill can use the 
pool after paying a fee that purposely 
cannot be set high for nonresidents.  
 
“The MUD’s deed restriction 
enforcement efforts do not pit 
neighbor against neighbor.  
Under the city, residents will be 
on their own to enforce 
violations.”  Many of the cityõs code 
ordinances are similar, if not 
identical, to deed restrictions.  
Residents can call the cityõs 311 
hotline to make an anonymous 
complaint. 
 
“The outcome of this vote could 
change the whole course of our 
neighborhood.”  The May 10th 
election is more than just about the 
Limited District.  Itõs about who is 
best qualified, has the highest 
integrity, is innovative, and takes the 
initiative in preparing Anderson Mill 
for its future. 

 

City Code violations can result in a criminal conviction 
 and fines of up to $2,000 per violation. 

 
 Source: www.ci.austin.tx.us/sws/code.htm 

 City Council Agrees to Spend $10 Million in Anderson Mill      Why An Artificially Low 
Initial Tax Rate Is A 

 Bad Idea... 
 

As recently as the MUD Board 
meeting on April 10th this year, 
the board spoke of using Anderson 
Mill's $10 million surplus fund to 
subsidize property taxes in the 
coming years; however, residents 
are starting to realize that an 
artificially low initial tax rate could 
have a negative impact on our 
community. 
 
By law, the Limited District won't 
be able to raise the tax rate more 
than 8% each year without holding 
a special rollback election (Source: 
Texas Comptroller). 
 
The $10 million won't last forever 
-- and when it runs out, we could 
be left with a tax rate that is too 
low to meet district expenses and 
cannot be adjusted adequately to 
maintain service levels. 
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Source:  www.ci.austin.tx.us/minutes/2008/mn080320.htm 

Austin City Council 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2008 
The following represents the actions taken by the Austin City Council in the order they occurred during the 
meeting. While the minutes are not in sequential order, all agenda items were discussed. The City Council 
of Austin, Texas, convened in a regular meeting on Thursday, March 20, 2008 in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall, 301 West Second Street, Austin, Texas.  Mayor Wynn called the Council Meeting to order at 
10:14 a.m.  
  
DISCUSSION ITEM 
11. Approve an ordinance adopting a service plan for the Anderson Mill Municipal Utility District (MUD) 
full purpose annexation area and providing for the annexation of the area, in accordance with the terms of 
the Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA) between the City of Austin and the Anderson Mill MUD, as 
amended. Properties to be annexed include the limited purpose commercial property and the residential 
property (approximately 1,091 acres located in Williamson and Travis Counties, Texas generally bounded 
by RM 620 to the west, US 183 to the north, and Anderson Mill Road to the south). Funding necessary to 
provide general governmental services to this tract is available in the budgets of the departments which will 
be providing the services.  
 Ordinance No. 20080320-011 was approved  on Mayor Pro Tem Dunkerleyõs motion, Council Member 
Leffingwellõs second on a 7-0 vote. If the limited district is not ratified, the City Manager was directed to 
come back to Council for direction to have the funds set aside for either enhanced maintenance or capital 
projects within the area from which the funds were collected. 
 

Can the City Be Trusted? 
 

Here are two examples where the City followed through on spending the funds assumed upon annexation 
on projects within the District from which they were collected.  These Districts were annexed in 1997. 
 
Southland Oaks MUD 
As of March 2003, PARD built Piney Bend Park, expending $138,600 of the District's $160,000; and 
planted trees in three parks at a cost of $62,500. 
 
Northwest Travis County MUD No. 1 
At the time of annexation, the NWTC MUD 1's park balance was $650,000.  As of March 2003, a total of 
$432,366 was spent to complete Tanglewood Park, which the MUD had contracted to build prior to 
annexation. The remaining balance of $217,634 was being held by the city while trail planning is in 
progress. 

 

Residents Disappointed By 
AMNA Forum 

 
The April 24th AMNA Candidates 
Forum left many attendees 
disappointed.  Several citizens 
voiced their unhappiness with Mr. 
Denneyôs moderation, especially 
his selection of questions focusing 
only on deed restrictions and the 
limited district.  The AMFuture.org 
website has received numerous 
emails from residents asking why  
their questions regarding issues 
such as term limits, director 
salaries, operating expenses and 
other issues were not selected. 
 


